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of   Lieutenant   Nakamura.   The   unfortunate   affair   of
September 18 was the result.
Disputes are a disease of international life, the cause of
them is the unhealthy state of international relations. For
a sick human being there are two treatments, internal and
external. The corresponding treatments for the ills of
international life are the methods of peace and the extreme
measure of war. In most cases the peaceful method of
treatment is successful, but in some, war alone can give
relief. China is an exceptional country, and our troubles
with her are of the latter kind.
Japan maintained in the affair with China that morality
was the basis of international relations : that without it
Treaties were impossible: that her mission was to keep the
peace in the Far East : that her struggle in defence o
international justice was in accord with the highest principles
of international morality and in conformity with the
dictates of law: that the real object of the No-War Pact
was to bring peace to the whole world : that the aim of the
Covenant of the League was to encourage international
co-operation in establishing the peace of the world : that
China was anti-foreign, inclined to turn Red, and in a state
of disorder : that her efforts to correct these faults had been
made on behalf of the whole world and not solely to advance
her own interests : that the object of the Nine Power Treaty
was to maintain peace in the Far East, to preserve the
integrity of China, and to protect the trade of the
Powers, and that her action was taken with the same
object.
She argued, further, that the Far Eastern question
could not be solved by legal arguments and by insisting on
the close observance of a set of rules. If peace was to be
maintained, the main purport of the Treaty must be kept in
sight and not lost behind a mass of arguments about pro-
cedure.
No country could deny that these contentions were both
fair and honourable.
But when we come to Japan's action, we find that
what her soldiers did was not in accord with what her
diplomats said, and that she frequently found herself
misunderstood by other Powers. Her military action went
farther than was necessary. While she was evidently carrying
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